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Re: MARAD: "Victory" Ships Letter to EPA

Dear Art:

This is a status report on "progress" with respect to my
letter of November 8, 1993 to Ann Hardison of EPA, concerning
MARAD’s Sale of "Victory" ships for export.

By letter of November 17, 1993 Ms. Hardison advised that
the matter had been referred to one Fredrick Chanania in the
EPA Office of Sold Waste. I called Mr. Chanania, but was
advised that he was on vacation for three and a half weeks.
When he returned, he left a message to the effect that he had
changed jobs and that the matter had been assigned to -one Mike
Flynn. Apprently, the matter has worked its way down to a
staff person, one Rick Picardi, with whom I spoke today.

Mr. Picardi related that he had been assigned
responsibility to investigate the issues in my letter. He was
in the process of "pulling together documents” relating to
past decisions concerning Navy vessels and talking to persons
within EPA concerning the MARAD position. He said that once
he had completed his inquiry, and formulated a position, and
obtained concurrence at the staff level, the response/position
would then be routed through the EPA chain of command up to
the General Counsel’s office before a formal response would be
provided. I asked for an approximate time period when he
thought that process would be completed and he said, in
substance, that a formal response within three months would be
optimistic and as fast as could be expected.
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In summary, the matter is not being ignored, but
obviously it is not a high priority at EPA. I will continue
to monitor this situation.

Very truly yours,
Brian J. ovan
BJD:dl

cc: Dana Austin
Bob Bates (703) 979-4593
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